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Screening Tool of Older Persons’ Prescriptions (STOPP)/Screening Tool to Alert to Right Treatment (START) criteria was first published in 

2008, primarily as an alternative set of explicit criteria for potentially inappropriate medications (PIMs) to Beers criteria. A recent review in 

PubMed showed 114 articles on STOPP/START criteria including 5 systematic reviews, 9 reviews, 71 original research studies using STOPP/

START and 29 commentary articles from 31 countries in Europe, North America, Asia, Australia, South America, Middle East. Version 2 of 

STOPP/START criteria was published in 2014 following a Delphi panel assessment by 19 experts in Geriatric Medicine and Pharmacology 

from 13 European countries.

STOPP/START criteria are clinically relevant because they are associated with: (i) significant capture of ADEs in hospitalized older patients 

(unlike Beers 2003 criteria), (ii) significant improvement of medication appropriateness (RCT evidence), (iii) significant reduction of ADRs 

from use of STOPP in hospitalized older patients (RCT evidence), and (iv) significant reduction in median monthly medications costs in 

hospitalized older patients. Recent EU-funded projects (SENATOR and OPERAM) are now underway aimed at refining and testing by 

clinical trial software tools designed to rapidly deploy STOPP/START rules in multi-morbid elderly patients with a view to minimizing ADRs, 

healthcare costs and rehospitalisation.
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